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PSALM CXLVIL I. 


9 * the Lord: for it is good 


ing Praiſes unto our God. 


for it is pleaſant, and Praiſe is 
comely. 


[ what Time, by what Author, and 


upon what particular Occnfion this 
Plalm was compoſed, are Enquiries 
neither eaſy to be refolved, nor 
needful to be inſiſted upon at this time. I 
ſhall only obſerve what the Interpreters. are 
generally agreed in, that this Hymn of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, as it evidently is through- 


out, had a particular reſpect to a great Deli- 


verance, not much unlike that, for the ſo- 


lemn Commemoration whereof, the Wiſdom 


and Piety of our Governonrs, have ſet apart 
this Day, on which it was happily accom- 


A 2 That 
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That Deliverance is ſuppos'd to be, the Re- 
turn of the eus, from the Babyloniſh Capti- 
vity, and the rebuilding of the Temple and 
City of Jeruſalem, conſequent thereupon. 
The ſecond and thirteenth Verſes, render 
that Conjecture not improbable, viz. The 


Lord doth build up Jeruſalem; He gathereth 


together the Outcaſts of Iſrael. And, He hath 


ſtrengthned the Bars of thy Gates; He hath 
bleſſed thy Children within thee. For this rea- 


fon, ſome of the ancient. Commentators , 


Rade aſcribed this Pſalm to Hagg a: or 3 
riah Others to Nebemiah, Wa built. the 


Walls, and ſet up the Gates. 


The illuſtrious Proofs of Power, Mercy, 
and Goodneſs, which God had given in that 


Deliverance, che Plalmiſt here exhorts the 
People to celebrate, with the moſt ſolemn 
and grateful N of Praiſe and Thankſgi- 
ving. And as the Senſe of a 22 Benefit, 
naturally inclines a well-diſpoſed 

Mind, to call to Remembrance all former Fa- 


and grateful 


vours, received from the ſame beneficent Hand; 

ſo the Pſalmiſt here does not content himſelf 
to put them in mind of that particular Bleſ. 
ſing, but recounts.innumerable other Mercies, 
for which they were beholding to the Boune 


1 and Goodneſs of God. 


Now. 


bom . 
+ 
U 
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Now how great and wonderful ſoever, this 
Deliverance of the Jews from the Babyloniſh 
Captivity was; if we compare it with our 
own, we {hall find our ſelves in all reſpects, 
equally obliged, and upon ſome accounts, 
more indebted to the Goodneſs of our great 
and gracious Deliverer. For as our Caſe was 
attended with ſome Circumſtances, more de- 
plorable and grievous, than theirs; ſo was 

our Deliverance greater, and our Obligations. 


mult riſe proportionably higher. They were: 


indeed in a miſerable State of Bondage and 


Oppreſſion: but it was in a foreign Land, not 
their own. They were ill uſed, inſulted and! 
trampled upon; but it was by Strangers, not 
by their own Countrymen. They were car- 
ried into Captivity, and brought under the 
Yoke, by a great and powerful Prince, the 


King of Babylon : But it was not the leaſt Ag- 


gravation of our Sufferings, that the Inſtru- 
ments of our Miſery and Oppreſſion, were 
not our Kings, our Princes, or our Nobles ; 
but ſome of the meaneſt and loweſt of the 
People, who were permitted by the juſt Judg- 
ment of God, for the Puniſhment of the ma- 
ny crying Sins of this Nation, to uſurp. a Power, 
to which they had not the leaſt Colour or 
Pretence of Right; and to exerciſe it in a more 
cruel, arbitrary, and tyrannical manner, than 
ü Was 
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was: ever done by any of out rightful and K 
ful Princes. 
From that woful State, that miſerable 
preſſion, ind extreme Diſtreſs, under I 
we groatrd for many Vears, it pleaſed God 
in his due time to reſcue us, and to work 


our Deliverance in a very extraordinary and 


ſurprizing manner: To change our ſorrowful 


Condition into a State of Joy; #9 turn our 


Mourning into Dancing; io put off our $ ac 
cloath, and to gird us with Gladnefs. 

To imprint upon our Minds a juſt and 
lively Senſe of this great Bleſſin ng ; 1 fill our 
Hearts with the moſt grateful Reſentment of 
God's Mercy and Goodneſs to us; our Mouths 
with Praiſes and Acknowledgments ; and our 
whole Lives with Fruits worthy of, and ſuita- 
ble to ſuch high Obligatioris, is the peculiar 


” Buſineſs, and proper Work of this joyful 


Day: To which therefore J invite and ex- 
hort, all that are here preſent, in the Words 


of the Plalmiſt ; Praz/e ye the Lord: for it is 


good 10 ſing Praiſes — our God; for it is 
pleaſant, and Praiſe 1s comely. 

In which Words, we have a moſt | important 
Duty recommended, and very powerful Motives 
offer' d, to engage us to the driePerfirihancs ofit. 

In diſcourſing upon them, I ſhall, Virſt, 


treat of * Duty recommended. Sreondly, 


Conſider 
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Conſider the Motives ſuggeſted by the Pfal- 
miſt, to enforce the Practice of it. Thirdly, Ap- 
ply it to the particular Occaſion of this Days 
Solemnity. 15 81 e Ta 
1. As to the rf, The Duty recommend- 
ed, is that of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. Now 
it is obvious to obſerve on the {lighteſt View 
we can take of it, that no part of that Ho- 
mage and Worſhip due from intelligent Crea- 


tures to the great Creator and Governor of 


the World, is more noble and excellent in its 
ſelf, than this Duty. The other Acts of di- 
vine Worſhip, as they are grounded on the 
| ſenſe we have of our own Wants, Weakneſs 
and Inſufficiency ; and the infinite Perfections 
of God; ſo they directly tend only, to pro- 
mote our own Intereſt, and to procure our 
own Benefit and Advantage. But in this 
Duty, our direct Aim and Intention is, to pro- 
mote the Honour and Glory of God, as far 
as it is poſſible for us poor Mortals to contri- 
bute any thing thereto. Thus in Adoration, 
in Confeſſion, and in Prayer; what do we 
elſe but uſe the proper and neceſſary means to 
procure our own Good ; to have our Wants 
2 our Sins pardoned, and our Weak- 
neſs ſupported and protected by an omnipo- 
. ⁊ͤ ß ( | 


Theſe 
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Theſe Acts tis true, as they are preſcribed 
and commanded us ; as they are made the Con- 
ditions of obtaining what we ask; as they are 
proper expreſſions of our Faith in, and Truſt 
and Reliance on the Goodneſs of God; and 


as they are real acknowledgments of his infi- 


nite Majeſty and Perfections, and of our Mean- 
neſs and Unworthineſs; ſo are they neceſſary 
Parts, and eſſential Ingredients of divine Wor- 
ſhip ; and therefore acceptable to God, as 
well as highly profitable and advantageous to 
our ſelves. Nevertheleſs, as in the judgment 
of our Saviour, 'tis ore Pleſſed, that is, more 
honourable ind more worthy, to give, then 70 
recerve : So the Duty of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, whereby we give unto God, the Honour 
due unto his Name; wherein we 4 in God's 
favourable eſtimation, pay ſome part of that 
immenſe Debt we owe him, and make him 
5 ſuitable Returns, as Shy is pleas'd to ac- 

t of, and put to our account : This Duty, 
155 ay, as it flows from a more generous Prin- 
ciple, and tends to a more noble end; fo up- 
on theſe accounts it may juſtly be eſteem dd, 


the higheſt and nobleſt Act of the moſt = 


vine part of Religion; vi. that which is im- 


mediately addreſs d to God. 
This being premis'd concerning the Excel- 
lency of this Duty, I proceed to explain the 
nature 
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nature of it, and to ſhew wherein it conſiſts. 


Tho Thankſpiving i is not expreſſly mention d 


in the words of my Text, yet is the thing ſigni- 
hed by it, evidently imply'd in the Duty of 
Praiſe. For Praiſe and Thankſgiving are ſo 


nearly allied in nature, and ſo inſeparably u- 


nited in practice, eſpecially as they are aſcribed 
to God; that in the language of Scripture, they 
are for the moſt part promiſcuoully uſed, as 
Words of the ſame import. Praiſe indeed in 
ſtrict propriety of Speech, denotes the good 
Opinion and Eſteem we entertain and expreſs 
of Excellencies and Perfections abſolutely con- 
ſider'd; or at leaſt without particular reſpect 
to che. Benefits and Advantages we have re- 
ceived, or hope to receive from them. But 
Thankſgiving includes a reſpect to Benefits re- 


ceived, and ſignifies our grateful Senſe and Ac- 


knowledgment of them. Now there is the leſs 
need, nicely to diſtinguiſh theſe, and conſider 

cham apart, as they are due to God: becauſe 
as there is no Excellency or 1 in the 
divine Nature, none at leaſt that is active and 
operative, Goo which we do not derive innu- 
merable Advantages and Bleſſings ; ſo in God, 
there is no ſubject of Praiſe, whack. is not alſo 
juſt matter of Acknowledgement and na 


giving | bg 
* This 


Ihis Duty then, being nothing but the vir- 
tue of Gratitude, directed to its nobleſt Object, 
(who is not only the Author, but the Preſer- 
ver and Upholder of our Being; vithout 
whoſe Goodnels we had never been, and with- 
out whoſe favourable Regard, and provideti- | 
tial Care, — one moment) con- | 
fiſts, in the due acknowledgment of his Bleſ- — 
ſings, a juſt Value and Eſteem of them, and | 
a hearty Deſire and Endeavour to make all 
poſſible Returns. 


. 


* 


. To acknowledge Favours and Benefits re- 
ceived, is an inclination of Nature, as well as 
a dictate of Reaſon, and duty of Religion. The 
worſt of Men, $;zners, as our Saviour obſerves, 
in whom the Impreſſions of Humanity are 
moſt; worn out, retain ſomething of this na- 

- tural Propenſity, and are not altogether inſen- 
ſible of Goad-turns: And even Beaſts them- 
ſelves, ſhew. a kind and grateful Affection to- 
_ thoſe who take care of, and provide for 
them. | 


Now that we may duly acknowledge the 
gracious Effects: of divine Bounty and Good- 
neſs, it is requiſite that we take parricular no- 
tice of, and carefully view and conſider them: 

We muſt. not let them paſs unobſerved, and 
unregarded by us. For he that is either whol- 
ly ignorant of, or careleſſſy over-looks an Ob- 
. ligation, 


Hon ſe of Lords May 29. 1718. 11 
ligation, can never have a true ſenſe of ,it 
nor be duly thankful for it. Juſtly therefore 
are they reproved by the Plalmiſt, as wicked- 
ly un warf who regarded not the W, ork of 
* Lord, nor conſu 2 the Operation of his 
Hangs. | 
On the contrary, ahis truly grateful, are 
watchful to obſerve, and ſtudious to know 
throughly their Obligations, that they may 
not fail to make due Acknowledgments at 
leaſt, where they find themſelves incapable of 
other Returns. And thus do ve find the 
royal Pſalmiſt continually revolving in his 
Thought, imprinting on his Mind, and trea- 
ſuring in his Memory, thoſe Bleſſings and E- 
manations of Goodneſs, that inceſſantly flowed 
from the inexhauſtible Ocean of divine Boun- 
ty. I will meditate, ſays he, on all thy Works, 
1 muſe on the M. orks of thy Hands. And, 22 
the Lord, O my Soul, wid forget not all his Be- i 
nefils. And, my Mouth ſhall rarſe thee with 
Joyful Lips, when I remember thee upon my Bed, 
and meditate im the Night-watches, becauſe hou 
haſt been my Help. So much it ſeems, was his 
grateful Heart ſet upon this Duty, that no place 
was thought unfit, no time unſeaſonable for it. 
The place deſigned for "Reſt, and the time 
due to o Sleep, were in his ae much 
7 M2? more 


12 A Sermon preached before thr 
more due to a wakeful Recollection and Ac- 
knowledgment of the divine Mercies. 
It is farther to be obſerved, that we do not 
_ duly acknowledge the Goodneſs of God, if we 
do not aſcribe all the good things we enjoy, 
or are poſſeſs'd of, to his Bounty; and look 
upon them as his Bleſſings. For not onl 
thoſe Benefits that come immediately from his 
Hands, but fuch as are convey'd us by the Me- 
diation of ſecond Cauſes, are to be lookt up- 
on as properly his Gifts, becauſe principally 
owing to him: For from him they derive both 
the Will and the Power, together with the 
Means and Opportunity of doing Good. 
To the due acknowledgment of God's Bleſ- 
ſings, muſt be added in the next place, a juſt 
value and eſteem of them. This obliges us 
to weigh and conſider their Nature, their Qua- 
lity, their Number, their Magnitude, and all 
the advantageous Circumſtances that may ſerve 
to recommend them. Without this our Grati- 
tude will be either none at all, or very lame 
and defective. For our Thankfulneſs will be al- 
ways in proportion, not to the intrinſick Worth 
of the Benefits beſtowed, but to the Price and 
Value we fet upon them. For this reaſon the 
Royal Pſalmiſt, that noble Pattern of pious 
Gratitude, abounds in nothing more than in 
ſuch lofty Strains as theſe, wherein he wo 
$74 8 | and 
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and magnifies the divine Bounty and Good- 
nels. Thy Mercy is great unto the Heavens, 

and thy Faunbfulneſs reacheth unto the Clouds. 
And, How excellent is thy Loving-kmaneſs, O 

God! and how precious are thy T houghts unto 

me, O Lord! O how how great is the Sum of 
them / If I ſhould count them, they are more 
in Number than the Sand. 

But farther, a juſt Regard and due Eſteem 
of God's providential Care over us, does 
moreover oblige us not to grudge and repine, 
but to be eaſy and contented with whatever 
_ Circumſtances his Providence hath made to be 
our Lot. For if we are perſuaded, that he is the 
Diſpoſer of all Events, that Life and Death, 
Proſperity and Adverſity, proceed from him; 
and that theſe are ſeverally diſpenſed to us, by 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ſuitably to our 
Needs and Exigencies; we ought to conclude, 
that even the Troubles and Afflictions has 
befal us, are graciouſly deſign'd by him, and 
do effectually conduce to our Good: and 
therefore that it is our Duty, not only to bear 
them with Patience, but alſo to be thankful 
for them; and to Lk upon them as Pledges. of 
his Love, and Marks of his paternal Care 
and "ks eee For whom the Lord loveth. 
he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son bn 
be recereth. 


But 
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hut laſtly to the due Acknowledgment, and 
juſt Eſteem of his Benefits and Bleſſings, there 
mult be added, a ſincere Deſire and hearty 
Endeavour to make all poſſible Returns. *Tis 
true, God doth not need, nor can ever re- 
ceive any real Compenſation from us. Our 
Goodneſs, ſays the Pfalmiſt, extendeih not unto 
God, the leaſt of whoſe Mercies far exceeds 
all Poſſibility of a proportionable Return, and 
juſt Requital. ESD} 190 
Wie may nevertheleſs, and in Duty ought 
to magnify and extol his adorable Perfections; 
we may publiſh and proclaim to the World 
our grateful Senſe of his unſpeakable Love 
and Bounty to us, with the Voice of Praiſe 
and Thankſpwing, and tell of all his wondrous 
Works: We may by a chearful and cordial 
Acceptance of his Benefits, expreſs the Com- 
placency we take in his Goodneſs: We may 
by Profeſſions of our Truſt and Dependence 
on him, ſhew our Willingneſs to ſerve and 
honour him: We may by our Charity and 
Kindneſs to thoſe, who are his peculiar Care, 
and whoſe Welfare he highly tenders, yield, 
tho' not an adequate, yet an acceptable Re- 
turn, and ſuch as he is pleaſed to own as a 
particular Obligation upon himſelf. For ſo 
our bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, in as much as 
ye have done it unto them, i. e. fed the hun- 
: - "0 1 Sry, 
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gry, cloathed the naked, and comforted the 
afflited, ye have done it unto me; manifeſtly 
declaring thereby, that the Good we do, and 
the Reſpect we ſhew, to his diſtreſs'd and indi- 
gent Servants, God reckons as done to himſelf. 
But the moſt real Teſtimony we can pive 
of our Thankfulneſs to God, is when we ren- 
der to him, not only the Fruit of our Lips, 
but the Obedience of our Lives, in a conſtant 
and ready Compliance with all thoſe things 
wherein he has declar'd his Will and Pleaſure. 
In vain do we pretend to honour him with 
our Lips, and to extol him by our Praiſes, 
while we diſhonour him by the Wickedneſs 
and Impiety of our Lives. Good Words and 
kind Expreſſions, will never paſs upon Men 
like our ſelves, nor be accepted as real Ac- 
knowledgments of our Obligations to them, 
when our Actions run counter to, and con- 
tradict our Profeſſions: Much leſs can we 
hope to impoſe upon he Searcher of Hearts, 
and to pleaſe him by any outward Profeſſions 
of Gratitude and Reſpect; when we tranſgreſs 
his Laws, and ſlight his Authority; when 
our Actions bear all the Marks, not only of 
Neglect and Diſregard, but even of Contempt 
and Defiance. And thus much of the Duty 
recommended; I proceed, e 
Secondly, To the Motives here offer'd by 

; | the 
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Bo Plalmiſt to enforce the Practice of it. And 

theſe are taken from the happy Fruits and Ef- 
fects, the agreeable Nature, the Decency and 
Comelineſs of this Duty, For it is good to 
Jing Praiſes unto God: for it 1s Pleaſam, and 
Priaſeè is comely. 

1. It is good, i. e. acce table ad tenz 
to God, as well as prof table and pe gar 
to our ſelves, 1 

For tho' God, who-is Ainet glorious in 
himſelf, and abſolutely ſelf-ſufficient, can re- 
ceive no Acceſſion of Honour from the Prai- 
ſes, or of Happineſs from the Services, of 
the moſt excellent of his Creatures ; yet is he 
pleaſed and delighted with thoſe grareful Re- 
turns of Duty and Acknowledgment they 
make him. For this being infinitely juſt 184 
reaſonable in itſelf, cannot but be highly a- 
greeable to him, who governs himſelf by the 
ſtricteſt Rules of Reaſon and Juſtice. He who 
is eſſentially Holy, Wiſe, and Good, cannot 
but approve of ſuch Diſpoſitions in-kiv Cree 


tures, as bear any Reſemblance to the Perfe- 
ctions of his own Nature. He is pleaſed to 
ſee them act ſuitably to their Duties and Obli- 
gations; not only becauſe the Intereſts of his 
Glory are concern'd therein; but becauſe it is 
abſolutely neceſſary to their own Happineſs, 
and to their wiſe Improvements of his Favours 
and Bleffings. 5 God 


- 
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God delights i in nothing more than in com- 
municatin g his Goodneſs to his Creatures. But 
how bountiful and indulgent ſoever he is to- 
wards them, they muſt be capable Objects of 
his Favour, and duly qualify d to receive what 
he is ſo ready to give: men's they will 
either forfeit his Bleſſings, which is e- 
qually prejudicial to them, they will abuſe 
them to their own Harm. For if his Juſtice 
ſhould not oblige him to withold his Favours, 
and to recal his Gifts from unthankful and 
ungrateful Men; they will never be the bet- 
ter or happier for them; the Gifts of God 
which they miſuſe, will prove Curſes rather 
than Bleſſings to chem. 

Thus Wealth, Honour, Power, and Scher 
temporal Advantages, are real Bleſſings only 
to thoſe, who conſider them as the Gifts of 
God. Thoſe who look upon them as ſuch; 

and themſelves, as his Stewards, will think 
themſelves indifpenſably obliged to manage 
their Truſt with Fidelity and Care; and to 
uſe the good things they receive agree- 
ably to the Deſign and Intention of the 
Donor. But if on 17 contrary their Portion 
in this World makes them forgetful of the 
next; if their Wealth is employed only in 
gratifying their Luſts; if Honours make them 
proud, and Power inſolent and oppreſlive, 
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18 A Sermon preached before the 
they do not only fruſtrate the gracious De- 
ſigns of God's Providence, in making them 
the Inſtruments of his Goodneſs to others; 
but entirely diſappoint his Goodneſs to them- 
ſelyes : ſo that we cannot be unthankful to 
God, without being highly injurious to our 
ſelves: And if he loſes the Praiſe and Thanks 
due to him, we loſe at the ſame time, the 
Comforts and Advantages of his Bleſſings. 
A | 
al), The Exerciſe of this Duty carries its 
own Reward along with it, being attended 
with ſingular Delight and Pleaſure. Joy is an 
inſeparable Companion 'of a grateful Hearr. 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, as they proceed from 
good Humour and a chearful Diſpoſition of 


Mind, ſo they naturally feed and cheriſh it. 


Both the Root from which they ſpring, and 


the Fruit they bear, are equally grateful and 


delicious. Other Acts of Devotion have 
ſomething painful and diſagreeable in them. 
Thus Prayer puts us in mind of our Wants 


and Infirmities: Confeſſion brings our Sins 


and our Follies to Remembrance: And theſe, 
tho neceſlary to be thought on, are mortify- 
ing and ungrateful Objects. But Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, have nothing in them that is 
offenſive or diſagreeable: Nothing on God's 
part, but the Ideas of infinite Love, Bounty, 

ic and 


- 
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and Goodneſs: and nothing on our on, but 
the Remembrance of paſt, the Senſe of preſent, 
and the comfortable Proſpe& and Expectation 
of future Bleſſings. - The Contemplation of 
theſe muſt naturally excite in us Acts of Love, 
Joy, and Admiration, which are the moſt det 
lightful Paſſions of the Soul; and yield a more 


tranſporting Pleaſure, than all the Enjoyments 


this World can iifoed: But, 


zaly, Praiſe is comely, 2. e. highly becom- 
ing our Rank and Character, our Dependence 


on, and infinite Obligations to the Goodneſs 
of Se As it is the proper Buſineſs and Em- 


ployment of our Reaſon, to obſerve the Ha- 
bitudes aad Relations of T hings, to diſcern 
their true Uſe, Worth, and Importance, and 
to preſcribe to all our Powers, Appetites, and 
Paſſions, their proper Works, Objects, and 
Meafites? ſo *tis the Perfoion of it, to pro- 


portion theſe aright ; and to dire&' our Pur- 


 ſairs and Endeavours fuitably to the Nature 


and real Value of Things. When our Paſ- 


ſions, which are the chief Springs of Action, 
are employed about their proper Objects, and 
kept within their juſt Bounds: When our 
Love and our Hatred, our Hopes and our 
Fears, our Eſteem and Contempt, are rightly 
directed, and duly proportion d, we act ſuir- 


ably to che Intention of our Maker, to the 


„ Dignity 


20 A Sermon preached before the” 
Dignity of our Nature, and to our own true 
Intereſt. Tis in this Congruity, that the 
Order and Harmony, that the Beauty and 
Regularity of human Life conſiſts. 
Now what greater Congruity is there in 
Nature, than between Love, Goodneſs, and 
Benignity on the one part; and Veneration, 
Gratitude, and Acknowledgment on the o- 
ther? Or what can be more beautiful and be- 
coming, than to ſee Men entertain and ex- 
preſs Sentiments of Reſpect and Eſteem, to- 
wards thoſe who have highly obliged them: 
But the Beauty and Comelineſs of this Du- 
ty will appear in a better and ſtronger Light, 
if we compare it with the contrary Practice. 
Nothing is ſo generally odious and deteſtable 
as Ingratitude. Such is the natural Turpitude 
and Deformity of that Vice, that few Men 
can look upon it without Abhorrence. If the 
Generality of Men are leſs ſenſible of the Odi- 
ouſneſs and Turpitude of it, as it reſpects the 
ſupreme Being, *'tis becauſe they are inſen- 
fible of his Goodneſs, or unmindful of his 
Providence. If they had as lively a Senſe and 
as ſtrong Convictions of their infinite Obli- 
gations to him, as they have of thoſe, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, trifling and inconſiderable 
Obligations they owe their Fellow-creatures ; 
nothing would appear ſo monſtroully abſurd and 


unnatural. I pro- 


- 
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1 proceed to the Third and laſt thing pro- 


poſed; via. To apply what has been faid of 


the Duty of Praiſe and "Thankſgiving, to the 
particular Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity. 
If ever any extraordinary Deliverance was 
vouchſafed to a Nation; if ever any favour- 
able Turn or proſperous Event, carried evi- 


dent Marks and Tokens of God's Hand in it; 


this furely muſt be allowed to be ſuch, and a- 


ſcribed to the over-ruling Care of Providence, 


that Violence and Injuſtice may not finally 


prevail over Right and Truth ; and that thoſe 
who ſuffer in a juſt and righteous Cauſe, ma 


not be utterly ruin'd and oppreſsd. | 


To evince this, I ſhall only briefly lay before 
you two things that more eſpecially deſerve our 
Attention; and may be proper to ſtir up our 
Thankfulneſs to God for the great Bleſſing 
vouchſafed to us on this Day: And theſe are 

 1/?, The Greatneſs of the Deliverance : 
 2dly, The ſurpriſing manner in which it 


was effected. 


As to the 7/7: To make a right Eſtimate of 
the Greatneſs of our Deliverance, we mult take 


a view of the Greatneſs of the Calamity theſe 


Kingdoms were involved in and groan'd un- 
der for many Years: And that was as univerſal 
1n its Extent, as it was terrible and grievous in 
its Effects and Conſequences, Civil War, 

with 


22 A Sermon preached before the 

with its uſual Attendants, Blood and Slaugh- 
ter, Violence and Rapine, ravaged and laid 
waſte three flouriſhing Kingdoms, and carried 
Terror and Deſolation into the remoteſt Cor- 
ners of the Land. And this ended at length 
in the entire Subverſion of our Government; 
our Laws and Liberties, and the utter Loſs 
and Ruine of all thoſe Bleſſings and Advan- 
rages, which Men enjoy in a well order'd So- 
ciety, and a regular Frame of Government. 
In the room of theſe ſucceeded lawleſs Uſur- 
pation, and tyrannical Violence and Oppreſ- 
hon; and all Orders and Degrees of Men be- 
came a Prey to the Luſt, Avarice and Ambi- 
tion of thoſe, who in their way to Power, had 
broke thro” all the Ties and Reſtraints of Du- 
ty and Conſcience, and trampled under foot 
all Laws, both human and divine. The Sa- 
credneſs of Royal Majeſty, the Dignity of his 
Perfon, the Power and Authority of his high 
Office and Character, the Juſtice, Clemency 
and Gentleneſs of his Government, the Vir- 
tues of his private Life, wherein few Princes 
equal'd, and perhaps not many Subjects, ever 
exceeded him; all theſe, I fay, were not able 
to protect him, at firſt, from the Reproaches, 
the Slanders, and the rude Iuſults of his rebel- 
lous Subjects; nor at laſt from the utmoſt Ex- 
tremity of Malice and Violence, For to that 
ane owe” height 


— 
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height of Wickedneſs and Impiety did they at 
Yu! length arrive, as under the Appearance, and 
with the Formality of Law and Juſtice, to try 
and condemn, and then to imbrue their Hands 
in the Blood of, their Sovereign. F 3 103 
And when they had thus killed the Poſſeſ- 
ſor, and forced the legal Succeſſor to fly for 
Refuge into foreign Countries, they made no 
ſcruple, like the wicked Husbandmen in the 
Goſpel, to ſeize his Inheritance, and to uſurp 
his Rights; and to treat all thoſe with the ut- 
moſt Rigor, Barbarity, and Inſolence, who 
thought it their Duty, at the hazard of their 
Lives and Fortunes, to imbark themſelves in 
Defence of their injured King and Countrey. 
Nor did Religion ſuffer leſs in this general 
_ Calamity, than our Civil Rights and Intereſts. 
For as Religion and Civil Government, do 
mutually aſſiſt, and ſupport each other, ſo 
when the Authority of the Government was 
weakned by Seditions and Tumults, and at 
laſt totally ſhaken off, and unhinged by the 
Violence of War; this open'd a wide Gap to 20 
all manner of Licentiouſneſs and Diſorders. 
All the Fences of the Church being then bro- | 
ken down, and all Order and Diſcipline abo- 
liſh'd, Religion was turn'd uphde down, the 
Precepts of the Goſpel trampled under foot, 
and Charity and Honeſty entirely baniſh'd. 


In 


24 ASermon preached bt 


ore the”. 

In that diſmal Confuſion and DiſtraQion, 
Numbers of Men of warm Heads, but vel 
Judgments, who had indeed a Form of Goals: 
neſs, but were unacquainted with the real Na- 
ture and Power thereof, thinking themſelves 
illuminated above the rel of Mankind'; took 
the Wandrings of their Fancies for Aviac In- 
ſpirations, and ſo fell into all the Extravagan- 


cies of Fanaticiſm and Enthuſiaſm. 


On the other hand, many Perſons, obſer- 
ving the wicked Purpoſes, the baſe and trea- 
cherous Deſigns that were carried on, under 
the ſpecious Diſguiſe of Piety and Zeal for 
Religion, out of a juſt Abhorrence of thoſe 


diſhoneſt Practices, were tempted to entertain 


a ſecret Prejudice and Diſlike to Religion it 
ſelf, for the ſake of the ill Uſes they ſaw 
were made of it. And thus whilſt the Fal- 


ſhood and Hypocriſie of thoſe, who pretend- 


cd molt to Religion, made it n to ſome; 

the ridiculous Extravagancies of Fanaticks nd 
Enthuſiaſts, render'd it contemptibleto others ; 

and both together, unhappily made way fob 
the growth and ſpreading of Prophaneneſs, 
Libertiniſ; m, anda Contempt of all Religion. 


Such were the Evils and Miſeries under 
which this Nation labour'd for many Years, 
till God was pleaſed to pity our diſtracted Con- 


dition, and to reſtore the King, whom he 


had 
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had in a wonderful manner, and by miracu- 


lous Trains of Providence, preſerv'd from in- 
numerable Dangers; and to re- inſtate him, 
ſeſſion of their juſt and legal Rights. At the 


ſame time we had the Satisfaction to ſee our 
excellent Form ard Conſtitution of Govern- 
ment reſtored, and our Laws and Liberties, 
our Peace and Tranquillity ſettled and ſecured 


on their ancient Baſis. And to compleat the 


Bleſſing, God was graciouſly pleaſed to turn 
the Capiroity of our $10n, to raiſe our Church 
from the Duſt, and to re-eſtabliſh its ſound 
Doctrine, its pure Worſhip, its decent Order 


and Diſcipline, with all thoſe Supports and 


Encouragements with which the Piety and 


Liberality of our Princes had endow'd it. 


Thus then it appears, how entire and com- 


plear our Deliverance was. Let us next 


conſider _ TO iet 19 HATES” | 

Secondly, The ſurpriſing manner in which 
wm ca: TT; 
It is very remarkable to obſerve, that the 
Hopes of the ſuffering Party, were never at a 
lower Ebb, nor nearer the Brink of Deſpair, 
rhan they were at that time when their De- 
liverance was at the Door, and almoſt ready 
to enter. Thoſe who judged of Events up- 


26 Adermon preached befors the” 
on human Views, and probable Appearances, 
thought they had never leſs Reaſon to expect 
It: nor could they fee any natural and ordi- 
nary Means, proportionable to ſo wonderful 
2 Change, a few: Weeks before they were a- 
greeably ſurpriz d with it. | 
The repeated Applications that had been 
made to foreign Powers, for their Help and 
Aſſiſtance, had all proved vain and ineffectu- 
al. Thoſe neighbouring Princes and States, 

i | Who were engaged by the ſtricteſt Ties of 
by Blood and Alliances; and whom common 

[1 | Humanity, and the Compaſſion due ro the 
Sufferings of an injured Prince, and oppreſsd 
Nation, ſhould have oblig'd to unite their 
Forces, and to employ their Power in cha- 
ſtiſing the Infolence of rebellious Subjects, in 
revenging the unparallelFd-Indignity offer'd to 
{ the ſacred- Majeſty of Princes, in the barba- 
{4 | rous Treatment of their own Sovereign, and 
= - in reſtoring the diſpoſſeſs d King to his juſt. 
Rights; "Thoſe, I ſay, choſe rather, to ſacri- 
fice all theſe weighty: Conſiderations. to their 
own private Regards, and to the low, diſho- 
nonrable Views of Intereſt and Ambition. 
While they were thus unhappily engag'd 
1 the eager Proſecution. of their private Quar- 
F _ els and Animoſities, they not only refuſed 
their 
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their Help, and turn'd a deaf Ear to the 


Prayers of a diſtreſſed Prince; who had fled 


to them for Succour, but ſome of them at 
the Expence of theit Honour and their Conſci- 
ence, and even the facred Laws of Hoſpitali- 
ty, made their Court and their Compliments 


to the ſucceſsful Uſurper of his Rights and 
Invader of this Throne 
Nor had the Endeavours of the loyal Par- 


ty at home, tho vigoroully employed, been 


attended with better Succeſs. Thoſe who 
had the Patience and Conſtancy to ſuffer in 
a good Cauſe, wanted not Courage and Re- 
dete to ſupport and defend it at their ut- 
molt Hazard and Peril. Accordingly many 
brave and bold Attempts to reſcue their op- 
preſſed Countrey, and to reſtore their injur'd 
Sovereign, were made in ſeveral Parts. of the 
Nation. But God having not been pleaſed 
to bleſs them with Succeſs, they had no other 
effect, but to provoke the Enemy and Op- 
preſſor to redouble their Rigor and Severity, 
and to load them with heavier. Chains. 

The frequent Miſcarriages and Diſappoint- 
ments of their beſt laid Deſigns and moſt 


| hopeful Projects, added to their Miſeries 


and Sufferings, had diſcouraged and diſheart- 
ened them to that degree, that they then 
MES 0 158 a 
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Hopes ſeem'd to fail, God was pleaſed graci- 
ouſly to interpoſe, and to take the Matter in- 
to his own Hands. By the wiſe Diſpoſal of 
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ſeem'd to have given over all Hope of Relief 
and Redreſs; at leaſt from the Arm of Fleſh, 
from any Attempts and Endeavours of their 
own... In; fich an Extremity, their only Re- 


fource was in their Tears, and their, Prayers. 
to that God, who is the Avenger of Wrong, 


and the only Refuge of the Oppreſſed. |. 
When therefore no Help appear'd, and all 


his good Providence, tho' working in ways 
not unſuitable to the Methods of Nature, it 

was brought about with as much Eaſe and Fa- 

cility, as if it had been the immediate Effect 
of Omnipotence it{elf. It is ordinarily much 

eaſier to pull down and deſtroy, than to e- 

rect and build a ſtately Fabrick. If it was o- 

therwiſe, in the Reſtauration of our Go- 

vernment, which had been ſo entirely de- 

moliſd, and laid level with the Ground, we 

have ſo. much the greater reaſon to acknow- 

ledge the Finger of God in it. 

He in whoſe Hands are the Hearts of Men, 20 
turn them whitherſoever he will, wrought ſo ſud- 
den and ſurprizing a Change in the Hearts 
and Affections of the People, that many of N 
thoſe who had been the moſt active and auf 
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ward Promoters of our Troubles, were now 
grown hearty Friends and Well-wiſhers to our 
Peace ; and ſome who had been the greateſt 
Inſtruments of our Oppreſſion, became high- 
ly inſtrumental in our Deliverance : and even 
thoſe who {till had the Will, had not how- 
ever the Courage and Reſolution, much leſs 
the Power, to oppoſe and hinder it. In a 
word, this happy turn of Affairs was attend- 
ed with ſo unanimous a Concurrence of all 

Ranks and Orders of Men, and with ſuch u- 
niverſal Joy and Satisfaction, as is perhaps 
ſcarce to be paralleFd in any Revolution that 
ever happen'd. 

How great reaſon then have we to look 
upon this bleſſed Change, which was ſo mar- 
vellous in the Eyes of all that beheld it, as the 
Lord's doing? Wherefore not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy Name groe Glory, for 

thy Mercy, and for thy Truth's ſake. 

Thoſe who had their Share in the Miſeries 

and Calamities, from which they were deli- 
verd on this Day, had doubtleſs a very lively 
Senſe, and ſtrong Impreſhons of the Good-- 
neſs and Mercy of God in. their Deliverance. 

They have not been wanting in their Duty, 
in tranſmitting to their Poſterity the Memo- 

ry of this great and invaluable Bleſſing, They 

| have 
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Jhew'd to the Gentrationt "ts come, "the 


wonderful Words that Ir bath Home. 
If behoves us. therefore, who ſucceed dem 


in the Enjoyment of the Fruits and Advan- 


rages of this great Bleſſing, to be their Suc- 
ceſſors alſo, in making the moſt grateful Re- 
turns of Praiſe and Acknowledgment our ſelves, 
and conveying the Remembrance of it to fu 
ture Generations. 

Let us then expreſs our Thankfulneſs of 
it ; let us duly acknowledge it, not only with 
our Lips, bur in our Lives, by living in all ho- 
ly Obedience to God, in dutiful Subjection to 
bi Majeſty, whom God has ſet over us, and 
in brotherly Love and Charity one towards 
another. In ſo doing, we may reaſonably 
hope, that God will continue and perpetuate 
this Bleſſing to us and our Children, that we 


may praiſe and thank him for the good Land 


he has groen us, and all other gracious Effects 
of his Goodneſs ; and /erve him with Joyful- 
neſs and CG ladnefi of Heart for the 147 % ce 
of all things. To whom be aſcrib'd, as is 
moſt juſt, all Honour and Glory both now 
and for erer. 19 8 
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